
College Planning: 
9th/10th Grade 

FOR 9thǬ��th GRADE 

There are some steps you can take as a ninth- and a 10th-grader to make 
sure you’re on the right track for college. This list will help you navigate the 
college planning process: 

9TH GRADE 
Create a fouryear high school plan. Think about what 
you’d like to accomplish in the next four years. 
� Make sure you know which high school courses are 

required by colleges, and that you’re taking the right 
classes as early as the ninth grade. You can ask your 
counselor about what those “right” classes are. 

� *HW�WR�NQRZ�WKH�OHYHOV�RI�FRXUVHV�RƬHUHG�E\�\RXU�VFKRRO��
Start thinking about your life after school, including the
types of jobs that might interest you. Of course, these will 
change — often — but it’s good to start thinking about the 
possibilities. 
� Identify your interests — likes and dislikes — not just in 

classes but also in every area.  This will help you focus on 
your goals. 

� Talk to other people, such as your school counselor, 
teachers, recent college graduates who are working, 
professionals in the community, etc., about careers you 
PLJKW�ƮQG�LQWHUHVWLQJ��

Meet with your high school counselor.  Your counselor 
knows how to help you get the most out of high school.  Be 
sure to take some time during the school year to discuss 
posthighschool plans with him or her. 

Participate in extracurricular activities. Academics aren’t 
everything. Explore your interest in a sport, school club, 
music or drama group, or community volunteer activity. 
� Remember that colleges would rather see real 

involvement in one activity instead of a loose connection 
to several. 

� If you’re interested in playing sports in college, research 
the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
eligibility requirements.  The NCAA requires completion 
RI�FHUWDLQ�FRUH�FRXUVHV��\RX�FDQ�ƮQG�WKH�VSHFLƮFV�DW�
ncaaclearinghouse.net. 

Save for college.  It’s not too late to put money aside for 
FROOHJH��(YHU\�OLWWOH�ELW�KHOSV��/HDUQLQJ�DERXW�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�
early on can also help you down the road. 

Explore summer opportunities. Look for a job, internship, 
RU�YROXQWHHU�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�OHDUQ�DERXW�D�ƮHOG�RI�
interest. 

Get familiar with the PSATrelated assessments and 

SAT®. Most fouryear colleges consider applicants’ scores 
on college admission test. Download the free Daily Practice 
for the New SAT app to get a feel for the kinds of questions 
you might face on test day. 

Take the PSAT™ 8/9.�,I�\RXU�VFKRRO�RƬHUV�LW��VLJQ�XS�WR�
WDNH�WKH�ƮUVW�RI�WKH�&ROOHJH�%RDUG�DVVHVVPHQWV�WR�VHW�D�
baseline. This test will help you build up your skills to take 
the SAT in 11th or 12th grade. 
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Meet with your high school counselor — again. Be sure 
to meet with your school counselor to ensure that your 
course schedule is challenging enough to prepare you for 
college. 
� Check into any prerequisites for advancedlevel junior 

and senioryear courses. 

Take the PSAT/NMSQT® or PSAT™ 10. Depending on
your school, you might have the opportunity to take the 
PSAT/NMSQT in October or the PSAT 10 in February or 
March. It provides valuable feedback on your college 
readiness and a free, personalized plan to help you start 
getting ready for the SAT — and for college. 

$VN�LI�WKH�36$7�10647�LV�RƬHUHG�WR���WK�JUDGHUV��
Although this test is usually given in the 11th grade, it is 
DOVR�RIWHQ�RƬHUHG�LQ�WKH���WK�JUDGH��7KDWoV�EHFDXVH�LW�
provides valuable feedback through the Student Score 
Report. You can then work on any of your academic 
weaknesses while there is still plenty of time to make 
improvements. 

Are you interested in attending a U.S. military academy? 

If so, you should request a precandidate questionnaire. 

Along with your family, do some research about how to 

REWDLQ�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG��0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�XVH�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�WR�
FRYHU�FROOHJH�FRVWV��)LQG�RXW�ZKDW�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�LV��ZKHUH�
it comes from, and how you can apply for it. Read the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Funding Your Education (about 
federal aid programs). 

Attend college and career fairs. The fairs often take place 
in the fall at your school or in your area. 

3DUWLFLSDWH�LQ�VFKRRO�DFWLYLWLHV�RU�YROXQWHHU�HƬRUWV��
Extracurricular activities can help you develop time
management skills and enrich your high school experience. 

Talk to your counselor about your plans for life after high 
school. He or she can help you plan your schedule, search 
IRU�FROOHJHV��DQG�QDYLJDWH�WKH�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�SURFHVV��7KH�
more your counselor knows about you, the more he or she 
can help you along the way. 

Tour college campuses. If possible, take advantage of 
vacation or other family travel time to visit colleges and see 
what they’re like. Even if you have no interest in attending 
the college you are visiting, it will help you learn what to look 
for in a college. 

Visit bigfuture.collegeboard.org for more information. 

/MyBigFuture  @MyBigFuture  @collegeboard 

© 2016  The College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
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Make a College Plan in Five Simple Steps

bigfuture.org/make-a-plan

Visit bigfuture.org to find your path to college.

Get a FREE step-by-step road map to college.
!"Know what to do and when

!"Get tools and advice to help you get it done

!"Track your progress

1  Visit bigfuture.org and choose  
“Make a Plan.”

2   Answer a few simple questions 
about you. 

  Start by answering what grade you are in. Answer 
as few as one or as many as five questions to 
create your plan. The more you answer, the more 
customized your plan.

3   You’ve got a plan! Choose an 
activity to complete. 

  Your plan includes activities and steps to get ready 
for college—choose one to get started. Want to see 
more options? Page through your list of activities or 
sort them by topic. You’ll find resources, advice, and 
student perspectives all along the way to guide you.

4  Track and share your progress. 
  Click “done” after completing an activity to update 

your plan and track your progress. Then share with 
your counselor and family. Want to peek at what’s 
coming up next? Use the top menu to browse 
through other seasons or grade levels. 

5  Save your plan.
  Use your College Board login to save your plan  

and access it—and other saved information like  
your favorite colleges—at any time from the  
“My Organizer” taskbar at the bottom of every page.

BigFuture is a FREE comprehensive website that 
improves the college planning process.

12b-6180
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FOR JUNIORS 
How to Build  
a College List  
The next step in your academic career is deciding where to apply to and 
attend college. By applying to a range of colleges, you can expand your 
opportunities and increase your likelihood of success. We can help. 

1 CREATE A FREE COLLEGE
BOARD ACCOUNT 
Visit bigfuture.org and sign up for an account. 
You can register for exams, get test scores, find 
colleges, and learn about financial aid and more 
with this account. 

2 CLICK ON SEARCH COLLEGES
There’s no magic formula for choosing a college. 
Use this tool to find the right colleges for you. 
Search by type, size, location, majors, cost, 
and more. 

3 CHOOSE A FILTER TO GET STARTED   
Start with one that’s important to you — from 
type of school, test scores, location, majors, cost/ 
financial aid, sports, or any other popular category. 

http://bigfuture.org


4 SELECT YOUR PREFERENCES AND GET  
GUIDANCE EVERY STEP OF THE WAY  
Review your options and answer the questions. 
You’ll get tips and advice as well as videos from 
college planning experts and college students to 
help you understand your choices. 

5 GET INSTANT COLLEGE MATCHES  
As you make your selections, the number of 
matches is updated. The more options you select, 
the more refined your list of matches, which 
appears behind the question window, becomes. 
Your preferences are summarized to the left of your 
list, so you always know what you’re searching. 

6 PRIORITIZE YOUR PREFERENCES 
Start with the preferences that are important 
to you — from type of school, test scores, 
location, majors, cost/financial aid, sports, 
or any other popular category. 

7 CHOOSE A COLLEGE TO EXPLORE 
Click on a college to learn more about the school. 
On the “At a Glance” page, you’ll get an overview of 
the school and a map showing its location. The box 
to the right shows you whether the college matches 
your college preferences. If there’s a check mark, the 
college matches. 



8 GET MORE DETAILS 
ABOUT THE SCHOOL 
Browse the topics on the left menu — such as 
“Majors & Learning Environment,” “Paying,” or 
“Campus Life.” Tabs within each section offer even 
more specific information. 

9 SEE IF YOU’RE ACADEMICALLY  
ON TRACK FOR THE COLLEGE  
Click on the “Applying” section and the 
“Academics” tab there. It shows the high school 
course work required by this college. Enter how 
many years of each subject you’ve taken, and 
the chart will instantly update to show if you’re 
academically on track or need  to adjust your plan. 
Also in the “Applying” section, you can see how 
your grades, class rank, and test scores stack up to 
those of students accepted at this school. 

10 ADD THE COLLEGE TO 
YOUR FAVORITES LIST 
Click the “Add to My College List” button located 
next to the college name. 



Be sure to apply to at least four colleges. 

Why Apply to 4 or More™? 

1 

2 

3 

It can save you money 
Every college offers different scholarships and financial aid packages that can help you pay 
for college.  Apply to at least four colleges so that you can compare and determine which is 
the best option for you. 

It increases your odds of getting in 
If you apply to only one or two colleges, you risk not getting into either school. If you apply 
to at least four, you have a much better chance of being admitted. 

A good fit makes a difference 
Students who apply to at least four colleges increase their chances of finding a good 
academic, social, and financial fit. And a good fit matters because it will influence your 
overall college experience. 

Don’t forget that the FAFSA opens Oct. 1. 
You’ll need to complete this form to apply for financial aid. 

Visit bigfuture.collegeboard.org for more information.

 MyBigFuture @MyBigFuture @CollegeBoard 

© 2016 The College Board. College Board and the acorn logo are registered trademarks of the College Board. 4 or More and BigFuture are trademarks owned by the College Board. 
All other products and services may be trademarks of their respective owners. Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 
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Financial Aid 
Checklist 

)25�)$0,/<�

&ROOHJH�LV�XVXDOO\�PRUH�DƬRUGDEOH�WKDQ�PDQ\�IDPLOLHV�WKLQN��WKDQNV�WR�
ƮQDQFLDO�DLG��7KH�FKHFNOLVWV�EHORZ�RƬHU�D�VWHS�E\�VWHS�JXLGH�WR�KHOS�
\RX�QDYLJDWH�WKH�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�SURFHVV�DQG�JHW�WKH�PRVW�PRQH\�SRVVLEOH�
IRU�FROOHJH��

)5(6+0$1Ǭ623+2025(�<($5�
)LQG�RXW�KRZ�ƮQDQFLDO�DLG�FDQ�KHOS�\RX�DƬRUG�FROOHJH��
<RX�PLJKW�EH�VXUSULVHG�E\�KRZ�DƬRUGDEOH�D�FROOHJH�
HGXFDWLRQ�FDQ�EH��&KHFN�RXW���7KLQJV�<RX�1HHG�WR�.QRZ�
$ERXW�)LQDQFLDO�$LG��
/HDUQ�WKH�EDVLFV�RI�FROOHJH�FRVWV��%HVLGHV�WXLWLRQ��ZKDW�
H[SHQVHV�GR�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�WR�FRYHU"�)LQG�RXW�E\�
UHDGLQJ�4XLFN�*XLGH��&ROOHJH�&RVWV��
*HW�DQ�LGHD�RI�ZKDW�FROOHJH�PLJKW�UHDOO\�FRVW�\RX��&KHFN�
out ��7KLQJV�<RX�1HHG�WR�.QRZ�$ERXW�1HW�3ULFH�WR�OHDUQ�
ZK\�\RX�PD\�QRW�KDYH�WR�SD\�WKH�IXOO�SXEOLVKHG�SULFH�RI�D�
FROOHJH��7KHQ�SLFN�D�FROOHJH�\RXoUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�DQG�JR�WR�
&ROOHJH�6HDUFK�WR�ƮQG�LWV�SURƮOH��&OLFN�WKH�&DOFXODWH�<RXU�
1HW�3ULFH�EXWWRQ�WR�VHH�WKDW�FROOHJHoV�HVWLPDWHG�QHW�SULFH�
IRU�\RX�t�WKH�FRVW�RI�DWWHQGLQJ�D�FROOHJH�PLQXV�JUDQWV�DQG�
VFKRODUVKLSV�\RX�PLJKW�UHFHLYH��6DYH�WKH�GDWD�\RX�HQWHU��
ZKHQ�SRVVLEOH��VR�\RX�FDQ�UHFRPSXWH�WKH�QHW�SULFH�DV�
FROOHJH�JHWV�FORVHU��

Notes: 

7DON�WR�\RXU�IDPLO\�DERXW�ZD\V�WR�SD\�IRU�FROOHJH��'LVFXVV�
WKH�RSWLRQV�DQG�VKDUH�LGHDV�DERXW�KRZ�\RXU�IDPLO\�PLJKW�
SD\�IRU�LW��
6DYH�PRQH\�IRU�FROOHJH��%DQN�SDUW�RI�\RXU�ELUWKGD\�PRQH\��
\RXU�DOORZDQFH��RU�\RXU�HDUQLQJV�IURP�FKRUHV�RU�DQ�DIWHU�
VFKRRO�MRE�IRU�IXWXUH�FROOHJH�H[SHQVHV��(YHQ�D�VPDOO�DPRXQW�
FDQ�EH�D�ELJ�KHOS�ZKHQ�\RXoUH�EX\LQJ�WH[WERRNV�DQG�VFKRRO�
VXSSOLHV�ODWHU�RQ��
&KDOOHQJH�\RXUVHOI�LQVLGH�WKH�FODVVURRP��Good grades 
QRW�RQO\�H[SDQG�\RXU�FROOHJH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�EXW�DOVR�FDQ�
KHOS�\RX�SD\�IRU�FROOHJH��6RPH�JUDQWV�DQG�VFKRODUVKLSV�t�
PRQH\�\RX�GRQoW�KDYH�WR�SD\�EDFN�t�DUH�DZDUGHG�EDVHG�RQ�
DFDGHPLF�SHUIRUPDQFH��
*HW�LQYROYHG�LQ�DFWLYLWLHV�\RX�OLNH��<RXU�DFWLYLWLHV�RXWVLGH�
WKH�FODVVURRP�t�OLNH�SOD\LQJ�VSRUWV��YROXQWHHULQJ��DQG�
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�FOXEV�t�FDQ�OHDG�WR�VFKRODUVKLSV�WKDW�ZLOO�
KHOS�\RX�DƬRUG�FROOHJH��

�0\%LJ)XWXUH� #0\%LJ)XWXUH� #FROOHJHERDUG�



Create a Solid Academic Portfolio

English (Language Arts)
Take English every year. Traditional courses such as 
American and English literature help you improve your 
writing skills, reading comprehension and vocabulary.

Math
In college math classes and in most careers, you need 
algebra and geometry. Take them early on, and you’ll 
be able to enroll in advanced science and math in high 
school — and you’ll show colleges you’re ready for 
higher-level work.

Science
Science teaches you to think analytically and apply 

classes let you test what you’ve learned through hands-
on work. Six semesters are recommended.

 
biology, advanced chemistry or physics

Social Studies
Understand local and world events that are happening 
now by studying the culture and history that have 
shaped them. Social sciences round out your core  
curriculum.

Foreign Languages
Solid foreign language study shows colleges you’re  
willing to stretch beyond the basics. Many colleges  
require at least two years of foreign language study, and 
some prefer more.

The Arts
Research indicates that students who participate in the 
arts often do better in school and on standardized tests. 
The arts help you recognize patterns, discern differences 
and similarities, and exercise your mind in unique ways, 
often outside of a traditional classroom setting.

Computer Courses
More and more college courses and jobs require at least 

can help you do research and schoolwork better and 
faster.

Your course schedule may seem like a random selection of classes to you, but college admission officers see  
it as the blueprint of your high school education. They’re looking for a solid foundation of learning that you can  
build on in college.
Take at least five solid academic classes every semester. The following subjects and classes are standard fare  
for success in high school and beyond, whether you plan to attend a four-year, two-year or technical school.

For more college planning tools and guidance, visit BigFuture.org.

12b-5197
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